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Abstract:

Gorontalo City embodies highly valuable tourism potentials to reveal. The city offers not only physical attractions for the tourists
to please their eyes but also values of the objects that live along with the highlighted events within the historical timeline.
Among the historical objects is Otanaha Fort, a tourist spot in Gorontalo, named after the place’s feature of historical legend.
Many believe that stories and legends behind the naming of a place or an object are highly related to the socio-cultural life of
the ancient society. With that in mind, a study is essential to carry out and to reveal the historical events that lie behind tourism
objects with the aims of enriching insights of local people. Such an effort is undertaken as a support of local contents acquisition
to be capable of extending the information of a tourism object for the locals. The study aims to carry out the historical overview
of Otanaha Fort as a supporting element of cultural tourism in Gorontalo. The researchers employed field survey and interview
to obtain the data and folklore analysis to approach the research object. The result shows that the folklore of Otanaha Fort is
a manifestation of features of social events of Gorontalo in the ancient times that depict the record of past events. The historical
facts are further packaged in the form of imaginative fable for people to enjoy as an act of historical preservation. The evidence
of the historical facts is observable by data tracking within the naming process of the objects, site or tombstone of influential
figures of the story, preservation of address of traditional titles related to the figures, and distinct building techniques observable
in the fort’ architecture.
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JEL Classification: Z32; Z33; Z11
Introduction

Tourism sector contributes 14.13% on the province’s Gross Regional Domestic Product in 2011 (Regional Mid-
term Development Plan of Gorontalo Province 2012-2017 2011). Gorontalo City is full of hidden tourism gems to
be brought to the surface. The potencies of tourism income in Gorontalo can be classified into natural tourism,
historical tourism, marine tourism, cultural tourism, and religious tourism; all integrate into a form of tourism area, if
managed properly, it acts as a support in terms of empowering local people as key actors in the tourism business.
The idea of expanding tourism potential is supported by Gorontalo government, one of which is by participating in
domestic and international tourism promotion events. However, the result is far from optimal, due to lack of
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