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GUIDANCE FOR AUTHORS

Aims and Scope Biodiversitas, Journal of Biological Diversity or abbreviated
as Biodiversitas encourages submission of manuscripts dealing with all
biodiversity aspects of plants, animals and microbes at the level of the gene,
species, and ecosystem as well as ethnobiology.

Article types The journal seeks original full-length research papers, reviews,
and short communication. Manuscript of original research should be written in
no more than 8,000 words (including tables and picture), or proportional with
articles in this publication number. Review articles will be accommodated, while,
short communication should be written at least 2,000 words, except for pre-study.

Submission The journal only accepts online submission, through open
journal system (https://smujo.id/biodiv/about/submissions) or email to the
editors at unsjournals@gmail.com. Submitted manuscripts should be the
original works of the author(s). The manuscript must be accompanied by a
cover letter containing the article title, the first name and last name of all the
authors, a paragraph describing the claimed novelty of the findings versus
current knowledge. Submission of a manuscript implies that the submitted
work has not been published before (except as part of a thesis or report, or
abstract); and is not being considered for publication elsewhere. When a
manuscript written by a group, all authors should read and approve the final
version of the submitted manuscript and its revision; and agree the submission
of manuscripts for this journal. All authors should have made substantial
contributions to the concept and design of the research, acquisition of the data
and its analysis; drafting of the manuscript and correcting of the revision. All
authors must be responsible for the quality, accuracy, and ethics of the work.

Ethics Author(s) must obedient to the law and/or ethics in treating the
object of research and pay attention to the legality of material sources and
intellectual property rights.

Copyright If and when the manuscript is accepted for publication, the
author(s) still hold the copyright and retain publishing rights without
restrictions. Authors or others are allowed to multiply article as long as not for
commercial purposes. For the new invention, authors are suggested to manage
its patent before published.

Open access The journal is committed to free-open access that does not
charge readers or their institutions for access. Readers are entitled to read,
download, copy, distribute, print, search, or link to the full texts of articles, as
long as not for commercial purposes. The license type is CC-BY-NC-SA.

Acceptance The only articles written in English (U.S. English) are
accepted for publication. Manuscripts will be reviewed by editors and invited
reviewers(double blind review) according to their disciplines. Authors will
generally be notified of acceptance, rejection, or need for revision within 1 to 2
months of receipt. The manuscript is rejected if the content does not in line
with the journal scope, does not meet the standard quality, inappropriate format,
complicated grammar, dishonesty (i.e. plagiarism, duplicate publications,
fabrication of data, citations manipulation, etc.), or ignoring correspondence in
three months. The primary criteria for publication are scientific quality and
biodiversity significance. Uncorrected proofs will be sent to the corresponding
author by email as .doc or .docx files for checking and correcting of typographical
errors. To avoid delay in publication, corrected proofs should be returned in 7
days. The accepted papers will be published online in a chronological order at
any time, but printed in January, April, July and October.

A charge Starting on January 1, 2017, publishing costs waiver is granted
to foreign (non-Indonesian) authors who first publish the manuscript in this
journal, especially for graduate students from developing countries. However,
other authors are charged USD 250 (IDR 3,500,000).

Reprints The sample journal reprint is only available by special request.
Additional copies may be purchased when ordering by sending back the
uncorrected proofs by email.

Manuscript preparation Manuscript is typed on A4 (210x297 mm?)
paper size, in a single column, single space, 10-point (10 pt) Times New
Roman font. The margin text is 3 cm from the top, 2 cm from the bottom, and
1.8 cm from the left and right. Smaller lettering size can be applied in
presenting table and figure (9 pt). Word processing program or additional
software can be used, however, it must be PC compatible and Microsoft Word
based (.doc or .rtf; not .docx). Scientific names of species (incl. subspecies,
variety, etc.) should be written in italic, except for italic sentence. Scientific
name (genera, species, author), and cultivar or strain should be mentioned
completely for the first time mentioning it in the body text, especially for
taxonomic manuscripts. Name of genera can be shortened after first
mentioning, except generating confusion. Name of the author can be
eliminated after first mentioning. For example, Rhizopus oryzae L. UICC 524,
hereinafter can be written as R. oryzae UICC 524. Using trivial name should be
avoided, otherwise generating confusion. Biochemical and chemical
nomenclature should follow the order of the IUPAC - IUB. For DNA
sequence, it is better used Courier New font. Symbols of standard chemical
and abbreviation of chemistry name can be applied for common and clear
used, for example, completely written butilic hydroxyl toluene (BHT) to be
BHT hereinafter. Metric measurement use IS denomination, usage other
system should follow the value of equivalent with the denomination of IS first
mentioning. Abbreviations set of, like g, mg, mL, etc. do not follow by dot.
Minus index (m?, L, h"") suggested to be used, except in things like "per-
plant" or "per-plot". Equation of mathematics does not always can be written
down in one column with text, in that case can be written separately. Number

one to ten are expressed with words, except if it relates to measurement, while

values above them written in number, except in early sentence. The fraction

should be expressed in decimal. In the text, it should be used "%" rather than

"percent". Avoid expressing ideas with complicated sentence and verbiage,

and used efficient and effective sentence.

Title of the article should be written in compact, clear, and informative
sentence, preferably not more than 20 words. Name of author(s) should be
completely written. Name and institution address should also be completely
written with street name and number (location), postal code, telephone number,
facsimile number, and email address. Manuscript written by a group, author for
correspondence along with address is required. First page of the manuscript is
used for writing above information.

Abstract should not be more than 200 words. Keywords is about five
words, covering scientific and local name (if any), research theme, and special
methods which used; and sorted from A to Z. All important abbreviations
must be defined at their first mention. Running title is about five words.
Introduction is about 400-600 words, covering the background and aims of
the research. Materials and Methods should emphasize on the procedures and
data analysis. Results and Discussion should be written as a series of
connecting sentences, however, for manuscript with long discussion should be
divided into subtitles. Thorough discussion represents the causal effect mainly
explains for why and how the results of the research were taken place, and do
not only re-express the mentioned results in the form of sentences.
Concluding sentence should be given at the end of the discussion.
Acknowledgments are expressed in a brief; all sources of institutional, private
and corporate financial support for the work must be fully acknowledged, and
any potential conflicts of interest are noted.

Figures and Tables of maximum of three pages should be clearly
presented. Title of a picture is written down below the picture, while title of a
table is written above the table. Colored figures can only be accepted if the
information in the manuscript can lose without those images; chart is preferred
to use black and white images. Author could consign any picture or photo for
the front cover, although it does not print in the manuscript. All images
property of others should be mentioned source. There is no appendix, all data
or data analysis are incorporated into Results and Discussions. For broad data,
it can be displayed on the website as a supplement.

References Author-year citations are required. In the text give the authors
name followed by the year of publication and arrange from oldest to newest
and from A to Z. In citing an article written by two authors, both of them
should be mentioned, however, for three and more authors only the first author
is mentioned followed by et al., for example: Saharjo and Nurhayati (2006) or
(Boonkerd 2003a, b, ¢; Sugiyarto 2004; El-Bana and Nijs 2005; Balagadde et
al. 2008; Webb et al. 2008). Extent citation as shown with word "cit" should
be avoided. Reference to unpublished data and personal communication
should not appear in the list but should be cited in the text only (e.g., Rifai MA
2007, pers. com. (personal communication); Setyawan AD 2007, unpublished
data). In the reference list, the references should be listed in an alphabetical
order (better, if only 20 for research papers). Names of journals should be
abbreviated. Always use the standard abbreviation of a journal's name
according to the ISSN List of Title Word Abbreviations (www.issn.org/2-
22661-LTWA-online.php). The following examples are for guidance.
Journal:

Saharjo BH, Nurhayati AD. 2006. Domination and composition structure
change at hemic peat natural regeneration following burning; a case study
in Pelalawan, Riau Province. Biodiversitas 7: 154-158.

Book:

Rai MK, Carpinella C. 2006. Naturally Occurring Bioactive Compounds.
Elsevier, Amsterdam.

Chapter in book:

Webb CO, Cannon CH, Davies SJ. 2008. Ecological organization,
biogeography, and the phylogenetic structure of rainforest tree
communities. In: Carson W, Schnitzer S (eds) Tropical Forest Community
Ecology. Wiley-Blackwell, New York.

Abstract:

Assaced AM. 2007. Seed production and dispersal of Rhazya stricta. 50"
annual symposium of the International Association for Vegetation
Science, Swansea, UK, 23-27 July 2007.

Proceeding:

Alikodra HS. 2000. Biodiversity for development of local autonomous
government. In: Setyawan AD, Sutarno (eds.) Toward Mount Lawu
National Park; Proceeding of National Seminary and Workshop on
Biodiversity Conservation to Protect and Save Germplasm in Java Island.
Universitas Sebelas Maret, Surakarta, 17-20 July 2000. [Indonesian]

Thesis, Dissertation:

Sugiyarto. 2004. Soil Macro-invertebrates Diversity and Inter-Cropping Plants
Productivity in Agroforestry System based on Sengon. [Dissertation].
Universitas Brawijaya, Malang. [Indonesian]

Information from internet:
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Tree stand floristic dynamics in secondary forests of different ages in Sarawak,
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after being stored in cryopreservation to maintain plant genetic information in the
future
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Short Communication: The relationship between content of particular metabolites of
fallen mangrove leaves and the rate at which the leaves decompose over time
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Phytoremediation of petroleum hydrocarbon using three mangrove species applied
through tidal bioreactor
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Spatial and temporal variability of surface chlorophyll-a in the Gulf of Tomini, Sulawesi,
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SRY gene mutation in Rattus norvegicus induced by various time exposure of mobile
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Morpho-anatomy and physiology of red galangal (Alpinia purpurata) and white
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Identification and characterization of Edwardsiella ictaluri from diseased Pangasius
pangasius, cultured in Cirata Lake, Indonesia
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Short Communication: Dugong dugon Miiller, 1776 (Sirenia, Dugongidae) in Bangka
Island, Indonesia
RANDI SYAFUTRA, WAHYU ADI, MUHAMMAD IQBAL, INDRA YUSTIAN

Ant species (Hymenoptera: Formicidae) in the three forests of the Ischigualasto
Provincial Park, a protected area of the Monte Desert, Argentina
EMILCE AMATTA, LUIS A. CALCATERRA, STELLA M. GIANNONI

Assessment of Daleh swidden agriculture as an innovative alternative to conventional
swidden under conditions of external pressure on local forest management in
Kalimantan, Indonesia

NDAN IMANG, RUJEHAN, NELLA NAOMI DUAKAJU

Wattled Brushturkey hunting system in the Sigim and Sinaitousi communities in the
buffer zone of the Arfak Mountain Nature Reserve, West Papua, Indonesia
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Short Communication: Cave-dwelling Arthropod community of Semedi Show Cave in
Gunungsewu Karst Area, Pacitan, East Java, Indonesia
ISMA DWI KURNIAWAN, CAHYO RAHMADI, REZZY EKO CARAKA, TIARA E. ARDI

Analyses of bioindicators and physicochemical parameters of water of Lake Tondano,
North Sulawesi Province, Indonesia
PRABANG SETYONO, WIDHI HIMAWAN

Bazzania Gray (Lepidoziaceae, Marchantiophyta) in Central Java, Indonesia
LILIH KHOTIMPERWATI, RINA SRI KASIAMDARI, SANTOSA, BUDI SETIADI DARYONO

Seasonal variation of catch per unit effort and catch composition in a Persian Gulf
longline fishery
SEYED YOUSEF PAIGHAMBARI, MORTEZA EIGHANI

West Sumatra Brown Rice resistance to Brown Planthopper and Blast Disease
INDRA DWIPA, AUZAR SYARIF, IRFAN SULIANSYAH, ETTI SWASTI

Characterization of abundance and diversity of lactic acid bacteria from Apis dorsata
hives and flowers in East Nusa Tenggara, Indonesia
AMOR TRESNA KARYAWATI, LILIS NURAIDA, YULIN LESTARI, ANJA MERYANDINI

Characterizations of endophytic Bacillus strains from tomato roots as growth promoter
and biocontrol of Ralstonia solanacearum
YULMIRA YANTI, WARNITA, REFLIN, CHAINUR RAHMAN NASUTION

Short Communication: First record of the Genus Calamaria (Squamata: Colubridae:
Calamariinae) from Karimunjawa Island, Indonesia: Morphology and systematic
IRVAN SIDIK, DADANG R. SUBASLI, SUTIMAN B. SUMITRO, NASHI WIDODO,

NIA KURNIAWAN

The distribution of vertical leaves and leaves biomass on ten mangrove species at
Ngurah Rai Forest Park, Denpasar, Bali, Indonesia

| PUTU GEDE ARDHANA, | M.G.S. RIMBAWAN, PUJO NUR CAHYO, YUYUN FITRIANI,
SISKA ROHANI

An analysis of capture fisheries resource depletion in Cirata Reservoir, West Java,
Indonesia
ZUZY ANNA

The income structure of smallholder forest farmers in rural Sumbawa, Indonesia
BUDIMAN ACHMAD, DIAN DINIYATI

Phenotypic identification of indigenous fungi and lactic acid bacteria isolated from
‘gatot’ an Indonesian fermented food
ASTRIANI ASTRIANI, NURUD DINIYAH, JAY JAYUS, NURHAYATI NURHAYATI

Assessments of farmers' perception and utilization status of Brachiaria grass in
selected areas of Ethiopia
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Comparative study on the fish diversity from natural and bauxite post-mining in
wetland system of Bintan Island, Indonesia
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YALES VEVA JAYA, MUHAMMAD FIRDAUS, HERU DIWAN ARPAS, ANI SURYANTI

Short Communication: Viability and environmental effect to conidial germination of
antagonistic fungi that potential as biological control of Colletotrichum gloeosporoides
caused antracnose disease on chili

NURBAILIS, MARTINIUS, VERRY AZNIZA

Morphogenetic and population structure of two species marine bivalve (Ostreidae:
Saccostrea cucullata and Crassostrea iredalei) in Aceh, Indonesia
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Adaptation behavior of Bornean Orangutan (Pongo pygmaeus morio) reintroduction in
Kehje Sewen Forest, East Kalimantan, Indonesia
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The duck cytochrome oxidase | (COI) gene: Sequence and patterns analysis for
potential barcoding tool
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The differences in floral structures of three sandalwood variants in one of Gunung
Sewu (Indonesia) population, and their consequences on visitor diversity and visitation
rate
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Community forestry adoption based on multipurpose tree species diversity towards to
sustainable forest management in ICEF of University of Lampung, Indonesia
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Short Communication: The diversity of wild Dendrobium (Orchidaceae) in Central Bali,
Indonesia
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Distribution of benthic habitat using Landsat-7 Imagery in shallow waters of Sekupang,
Batam Island, Indonesia
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Abstract. Lapolo N, Utina R, Baderan DWK. 2018. Diversity and density of crabs in degraded mangrove area at Tanjung Panjang
Nature Reserve in Gorontalo, Indonesia. Biodiversitas 19: 1154-1159. This study was aimed to analyze the diversity and the density of
crabs in a degraded mangrove area including in the intact mangrove area and the fishponds (the degraded mangrove area).. The data
from this study could be used as supporting data for decision makers to slow down the degradation of mangrove along the area of
Tanjung Panjang Natural Reserve. The observed data i.e diversity and density of crabs were collected using the stratified random
sampling method (10 m x 10 m plot). Environmental parameters suited to crab habitat were also measured. The samples were taken
from 18 spots. The study shows that 20 species of crabs were obtained within the mangrove area, and 11 species were founded within
the fishponds area. Interestingly, two species of crabs i.e Varuna yui and Varuna litterata were only founded in fishponds area. The
density of crabs in mangrove area ranged between 3.23 ind/300m” and 4.52 ind/300m?, while the density of crabs in fishponds area
ranged between 0.16 ind/300m? and 0.63 ind/300m?. Further study revealed that characteristics and the age of mangrove trees affected
macrozoobenthic biota (Gastropods, Bivalvia, Mud Lobster, Polychaeta, and shrimp) as well as fish diversity within mangrove in
Tanjung Panjang Natural Reserve. These may be important for further restoration program of mangrove ecosystem and the sustainable

restocking for conservation purposes.

Keywords: Crabs, degradation, density, diversity, mangrove, Tanjung Panjang Natural Reserve

INTRODUCTION

Mangrove ecosystem is one of the important areas for
fauna living in surrounding mangroves because it has
various ecological, physical, and economical functions.
However, most mangrove forests in Indonesia have been
degraded, now. This is due to human activities, such as
conversion of mangrove area into fishponds area and
several phenomena such as abrasion, sedimentation, and
rob flood (Farhana et al. 2016).

Mangrove forests are used as a feeding ground, nursery,
and spawning for several aquatic creatures (Harahab 2009).
They also have a function to protect some juvenile and fish
larva as well as clams from their natural predators.
Conversion of mangrove area into fishponds for
aquaculture has changed the composition of mangrove tree.
As consequences, mangrove trees no longer serve as the
feeding ground and the nursery ground for sea creatures.
The conversion of mangrove forests into fishponds area
could threaten the regeneration of these aquatic creatures.

Tanjung Panjang Natural Reserve in Gorontalo
Province, Indonesia is one of mangrove forests that its
status is considered to become a degraded mangrove, now.
This happens due to the conversion of its area into
fishponds. It was estimated that 16 ha of mangrove forest
was converted into fishponds in 1994. The fishponds area
has significantly increased from 297 ha in 2000 to 7,129 ha
in 2015 (Blue Forests 2017). This clearly shows that

conversion of mangrove forests into fishponds have
significantly increased for the past 15 years.

The conversion of mangrove forests into fishponds and
shrimp ponds also degrades the habitat of many aquatic
creatures. The degradation of this habitat has brought
severe consequences for the biotic environment, including
the disturbed population of the aquatic biota, i.e., crabs in
that environment. Anggraeni et al. (2015) mentioned that
crabs are one of biotas that play a critical role in water
habitat. Crabs have relatively stable habitat. Li et al. (2015)
indicated that crabs have significant correlation with the
flow of energy and species, which used seeds as diet since
various species of crabs respond to vegetation differently.

This study was aimed to analyze the diversity and
density of crabs along the area of mangrove and fishponds.
This study intends to gather the data of crab species within
the area of degraded mangrove in Tanjung Panjang Natural
Reserves. It is expected that the output of this study will be
further used as supporting data for policy-makers to slow
down the degradation of mangrove in that area.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The research site of this study was located in
Tanjung Panjang Natural Reserve of Pohuwato District,
Gorontalo Province, Indonesia. The research site covers
three villages i.e Siduwonge, Patuhu, and Limbula villages
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(Figure 1). This study was conducted for three months,
from October to December 2017. This study used
explorative survey method. Primary and secondary data
were collected in this study. Primary data consisted of the
identification of all crab species, level of diversity, and
density of the crab population by stratified random
sampling (Figure 2). While secondary data was obtained
from the statistical data of Pohuwato District, and the data
from non-government organization (Blue Forests 2017).
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The data was collected using stratified-random
sampling method. Each research stations had three
quadrants of sampling plots with the dimension of 10 m x
10 m (100 m?). In each plot, the crab samplings were taken
using three quadrants with the size of 1 m x 1 m (1 m?),
with the total of nine quadrants per zone. Further, the
observation was conducted in every 100 m® plots to find
the unavailable crab samples in 1 m* (Chapman 1998).
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Figure 2. Transect and Plot Location in One Research Station (Chapman 1998)
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Crabs species in mangrove area

Gecarcinidae Family Grapsidae Family Oziidae Family Sesarmidae Family

Cardisoma carnifex Metopograpsus latifrons Chiromantes eumolpe Myomenippe sp.

Sesarmidae Family

= - -

Perisesarma eumolpe Episesarma mederi P. indiarum Parasesarma sp.2 P. leptosoma Parasesarma sp.1

Ocypodidae Family

U. chlorophthalmus U. ecuadoriensis U. urville U. tetragonon U. dussumieri

Ocypodidae Family Portunidae Family
iﬁ! =

Uca inversa Uca vocans

Scylla serrata Scylla tranquebarica

Crabs species in fishponds area

Varunidae Family

Varuna yui Varuna litterata

Figure 3. Crabs species in the research site of Tanjung Panjang Natural Reserve of Pohuwato District, Gorontalo Province, Indonesia



LAPOLO et al. — Crabs in mangrove area of Tanjung Panjang Nature Reserve, Gorontalo, Indonesia

Table 2. The composition of number of species and number of
individuals found in the research site

Family Mangrove Fishponds Total
area area
Gecarcinidae 1(30) 1(2) 32
Grapsidae 2 (291) 0 291
Oziidae 1(13) 0 13
Sesarmidae 7 (5160) 3 (200) 5360
Portunidae 2(7) 0 7
Ocypodidae 7 (1248) 5(127) 1375
Varunidae 0 2 (473) 473
Total 20 (6749) 11 (802) 7551

Note: Number outside the bracket indicates the number of species
and number within the parenthesis indicates the number of
observed individuals

Crabs samples were taken within the 1 m x 1 m
quadrate (1 m?), which was randomly placed under the
mangrove tree and within the fishpond area. The quadrates
are placed in a representative area (the visible crab holes).
For 15 minutes, all crabs were gathered from the surface of
the substrate and were dug from the sediments to the depth
of about 20 cm. The crabs living under the tree area (trunks
and branches) were observed up to 1.5-2.00 m from the
mud surface for arboreal species., The other location such
as the remaining trees (the decomposed tree) were also
observed to look for other crab species. The crabs that
could be identified on the spot were released after the type
and number of crab's individuals were recorded on the data
sheet.

The calculation of species and number of individual
was done using the crab’s holes with the size of the holes
(0-1 cm, 1-3 cm, and > 3 cm) and the length of the 1 m x 1
m (1m?) quadrate. Each crab hole represents the number of
crabs residing within one plot (Kathiresan et al. 2016). To
count the number of crab holes, the quadrate was then
divided into four quadrants of 50 cm x 50 cm. For
unidentified types of crabs, the samples were collected for
further analysis using the identification guideline book by
Irawan (2013), Chapman (1998) and other supporting
journals.

The collected specimens were stored in samples bags,
labeled, and stored in the freezer to be further identified.
The big size crabs were not collected within the quadrate,
but they were observed in each plot of 10 m x 10 m (100
mz) for 5 minutes, including the tree bark habitat, holes,
and puddle. The crab collection was conducted during the
low tide to make the collection easier (Katili et al. 2017). In
addition, the soil samples were also taken during the low
tide using the core panel which was modified from PVC
pipe with the depth of 0-30 cm (Sara et al. 2014) to check
the level of soil nutrition (N, P, K).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Crabs species within the research site
Twenty-two species of crabs were found in this study,
which was classified into seven families, i.e., Gecarcinid,
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Garside, Ocypodid, Oziidae, Portunidae, Sesarmidae, and
Varunidae. Sesarmidae and Ocypodidae families were the
largest species with each family consisted of seven species.
For other families, i.e., Portunidae, Grapsidae, and
Varunidae, each had two species followed by Gecarcinidae
and Oziidae with each of them one species (Figure 3).
Overall, Sesarmidae and Ocypodidae were found
abundantly in the research site.

Crab diversity and density in research site

Crab diversity value index is presented in Figure 3. It
shows that crab species in station II has the value which
categorized in zone 3: 1.72, zone 1: 1.68, and zone 2: 1.08.
While in station I, the diversity value index in the sequence
have belonged to zone 2: 1.68, zone 3: 1.47, and zone 1:
1.28.

The fishpond area had the lower diversity index than
the mangrove area. In the station, I, the diversity index in
the sequence were zone 2 with 1.25, zone 3 with 1.21, and
zone 1 with 1.14. Whereas in station II, the crab diversity
index value in the sequence was zone 3 with 1.38, zone 1
with 1.31, and zone 2 with 1.08. Of all the crab diversity
index, both within the mangrove area and fishponds ranged
between 1.08-1.72. This means that the crabs diversity in
this research site was classified as moderate.

The density value of crabs of the mangrove area in
Station I were as follows; zone 1 with 4.52 ind/300m?, zone
3 with 3.47 ind/300m’, and zone 2 with 3.23 ind/300m’.
Whereas, in Station II, the density of crabs in the sequence
was Zone 1 with 4.17 ind/300m’, zone 2 with 3.79 ind/300
m?, and zone 3 with 3.58 ind/300m?. The density value of
crabs in research site is presented in Figure 4.
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Figure 5. Crabs RDi percentage in (A) Mangrove Area, and (B) Fishpond Area

The fishponds area has lower crabs density index than
the mangrove area. The crabs density index in fishponds
area in Station II in sequence are: zone 1 0.63 ind/300m?,
zone 2: 0.60 ind/300m’, and zone 3: 0.53 ind/300m’.
Whereas in station I, the crabs density index in sequence
are: zone 3: 0.39 ind/300m>, zone 1: 0.36 ind/300m?, and
zone 2: 0.16 ind/300m’.

Discussion

The degradation of the crab habitat in both mangrove
area and fishponds is an evidence that the density of the
crabs in those areas was small. Most of them were
dominated by Sesarmidae and Ocypodidae families.
Ravichandran et al. (2011) study showed that Uca spp were
often abundantly found in disturbed mangrove forests, and
becomes the dominant species compared to other aquatic
creatures. Several observed species such as, Uca urvillei
which are often found in the holes with stable temperatures,
are able to adapt to the extreme environment. Uca spp is
generally found in the open area and plays an important
role in the mangrove forest.

Other species of crabs, such as Gecarcinidae and
Oziidae families are also found in the research site.
However, their number is not as many as the Sesarmidae
and Ocypodidae families. It is suspected that the existence
of this species in mangrove area is for feeding ground and
protection ground only. This is different with the
Portunidae family that could be abundantly found in the
mangrove area. Regardless, the Portunidae (Scylla spp.)
were rarely found within the research site. This indicates

that the loss of mangrove vegetation in research site has
caused a disturbance on the ecological balance and has
impacted on the decrease of crab species in this area.

The high and low tide of the seawater also has
contributed to the existence of the crabs, where crabs can
be harvested during the lowest tide. In addition, the crabs
within the mangrove area are more adaptive to the
environmental changes in their habitat, and they will
migrate when their habitat is disturbed. The dominant crabs
species in the research site is the Perisesarma eumolpe.
However, this species cannot be consumed. Salgado and
Keith (2010), Perisesarma sp. most abundantly found in
mangrove forests in intertidal areas with a total of 554
individuals and a total of 11 species was found. This
species is able to adapt to the surrounding environment
even in damaged or extreme conditions. In addition, this
species has a habit of eating litter and even leaves on
propagule (mangrove seeds).

Human activities, such as illegal cutting of the
mangrove tree have also caused the crab density to be low
as the environment is experiencing pressure and physical
changes. This was backed up by Chairunnisa (2004) who
found that the substrate was changed although the
components and the content of the substrate did not change
drastically. Furthermore, Nadia (2002) insisted that on a
similar situation, where mangrove density is high, the
population of existed biota is limited due to the logging
activity in the area. Hence, the biota residing within the
substrate is disturbed.

From informal interview with the community from the
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research site surrounding area reveals that they generally
caught Scylla spp. crabs because this type of crabs is
edible, and that the crabs collection are still traditionally
done using the booby trap (crabs trap), however the
captured crabs are only suitable for local consumption and
not for commercial trading. Land degradation in this area
due to the conversion of mangrove forest into fishponds
triggers the decrease of crab population in this area. Hence,
a strategy to reverse and revive the degraded habitat and
create an appropriate ecosystem for crabs Scylla spp. and
other aquatic creatures can be done by restoring the
function of the area through mangrove rehabilitation. Sara
et al. (2014) state that the need for calculation and
regulation of crab fishing in nature through the
management of habitats and populations. For example, the
ban of catching crabs, which in still teenagers and female is
done to maintain the population, as well as to maintain crab
habitat.

Water pH also influences the crabs existence.
Interestingly, the average water pH in fishponds area is 6.5,
this is higher than the mangrove area around 5.6. Informal
interview with the fish farmers reveals that most of
fishponds are treated with fertilizer of N (nitrogen), P
(phosphate), and K (potassium) as a nutrient for the fish.
However, the administration of these fertilizers is harmful
to certain species such as Gastropods that can no longer be
found in fishpond area. In reverse, crabs from Varunidae
family, Varuna yui, and Varuna litterata species are
abundantly found in fishpond area. This indicates that the
abundant nutrient found in fishpond area, not only
increased the fishpond production, but also support the
existence of the crabs from Varunidae family.

Humaidy (2010) stated that the N (nitrogen) compound
could increase the pH of the water in the fishpond area to
become higher than those of the mangrove area. The
existence of nitrogen can increase the nitrogen cycle,
hence, is able to maintain the stability of the water pH. In
contrast, the existence of toxin and heavy metals can lower
the pH. In addition, Humaidy (2010) described that the soil
pH and water pH values are not significantly different from
6to7.

It is concluded that the crab species in mangrove area
found in this study was 20 species, whereas, in fishponds
area, 11 species were founded. There were two crab species
that were only founded in fishponds area, i.e., Varuna yui,
and Varuna litterata. The diversity index of the crabs
ranged between 1.08 to 1.72, which means that the
diversity is moderate. Also, the density of crabs in
mangrove area ranged from 3.23 ind/300m’ to 4.52
ind/300m* while the density in fishponds area ranged from
0.16 ind/300m? to 0.63 ind/300m>. However, the influence
of mangrove tree characteristics and age toward the macro-
zoobenthic biota (Gastropods, Bivalvia, Mud Lobster,
Polychaeta, and shrimps) and fish, associated with
mangrove in Tanjung Panjang Natural Reserve should be
further researched. It is also recommended that sustainable
restoration and the restocking of the mangrove habitat
should be done.
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