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'l'he Use of1\uthcntic l\latcrials in Teaching Grammar lbr IlFl, Students
(Tcachers' Perspective)

Sri,{griyanfi Mestari
Fahria Malabar

Universitas Ncqcli Coront.rlo

Abstract

The goal of this paper is to analyze thc usc of authentic nuterial in tcaching

eirammar lbr EFL sludents. Kilickeya (2004) define authentic matcrials as
cxposure to real laiguage and use in its o\r'n communily- Peacock (199?) has
another deiimtion ()1'authentic materials which is"the materials that havc bccn
produccd to l'ultill some social purposes in thc language comDlunity". Authcntic
matcrials arc assome as the important tools for tcachers in class in order to makc
hisrhcr tcaching etl'ective rn tftrnsmilling thc ncccssary knowledge to all sludcnts.
This prcscntation rvill discrLss the efli:cts of using authentic material in teaching

llrammar from tcachcrs' penpective and offer how authcntic material can be Lrsed

in grammar EF L class.

Keywords: Authcntic matcrials, teitching

lntroduction
The ability to Llsc grarnmer

accurately. neaningfully and
approprii,rtely is neecled for English
lcarncr to comnlLLnicate both in oral
and writtcn \\ay. \Vhat is to writc and
speak tnlrst bc based on correct
ltamrrar) so that the nessage
conveycd can bc utderstood. In
teaching eramnlat, nostly use

textbook or publishcd n1aterial. If
these nlatcrials are used
continuously, it can make leamers
less nrotrvatcd in studying the
lanuuaqc- To dcal with this problem
a tcachcr can provitle a

supplcmcntary malerial 1o support
$e tcxtbook. The supplemenlary
matcdals are genera ly kno\vn as

authcntic mirte dls. Molley and
Guarjento (2001) claim that thc
purpose ol using authentic matcrials
is 10 prepare students for thcir social
livcs. In othcr words. thc authcntic
matedals arc uscd in ordcr to close

glammar. teachcrs' pcrspective

the language {rp bctwccn classtoom
knowledge and rcal lifc. Similarly,
Spelleri (2002) supports lhis
analysis, she thinks that thc language
uscd ir tcxt books are only valid in a

classroon en\ironDent whcrcas thc
requircrncnt of real liL Bnglish is
dif'fcrcnt and this dillelence has not
yet bccn closed by the use of text
books bccause leamers have k) deal
with thc language of brochures,
officc work, application fbnrs and
others cultural product. In this casc
the rolc olthc teacher is crucial; it is
thc tcachcr's responsibilit), to filtcr
matcrials through selection of thc
lcarning objectives. I1 is the tcachcr's
rcspolsibility to identify the itcnis
and their adaptabilily as r.cll.

Authentic rnaterial according
to Kilickaya (2004) is defined as

exposure to real languagc aod use in
its own community. Peacock (1997)
has anothcr dcfinirion of authentic
mdterials which is "the materials that
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diffi cult for beginners. Adclitionally.
Richard (2001) said that rLsing

authcntic materials is a burden lor
toachcrs. It because teacheru have to
spond a substantial amount of lime to
set the matcrials fit to learning
objectivcs; include activities,
assignmcnts and assessDtent.

Mcthodology
This stLrdy was designed by

using qualitative research
mcthodology. Qualitati!e research
was applied in order to get thc
confirm-abLe infbrmation of thc
naturiLl setting situation ol thc
English lJlairmar teachers' attitudc
towards the usc of authcntic
materials 1l1 teaclring grammar for
English as Forcign Language (BFL)
students.

Participants
Thcre nere six teirchers ttl'

Eoglish tsduciltion StLrdy Progam oI
Univcrsitas Negeri Gorontalo (UNG)
participated in this study.
Considering that the aim ofthis study
was to lind out the teachcrs'
perspective on the use of authcntic
mate als in tcaching granrrnar, the
researchen asked all the tcachcrs
who teach English grarnmar to bc the
parlicipants in this study. All the
teache$ who wcrc askcd to bc the
pallicipants agrccd to participate.

Drt:r Collection
The data ofthis rcsearch were

colLected through qucstionnairc. -fhe

questionnaire rvas adoptcd from
Akbari, O., and Razavi, A (2015)
(rvas also used by Soliman E. M.
Soliman, Malaysia,2013) with somc
modification. The questionnairc was
sclecfed and customized for thc

pupose of this study. The
questionnairo was distributcd to the
pa icipants. Thcrc were seven
questions in the qucstionnaire with
open-response itcms that gxided the
participants ro dcscribc their
experience of teaching grammar
using authentic matcrials to EFL
studcnts. Thc participants rvere asked
10 rcsponsc thc eivcn questions
according to thcir opinion and
expcricncc in tcaching gralnmar lor
RFL studcnts. ln irddition. lhey $'ere
also asked to give commellts arrd

suggcstion about the use of aLLthentic

materials for English gatnmar
teaching. Alier responding the
questioner, the participants gavc
back the questioler within thc givcn
due date. The[ thc data w.rrc
analyzed by usirg qualitative
analysis.

Data Analysis
Thc collccted data were

analyzcd through three steps. The
first stcp was reading crilically; alier
thc data were collected. the
researchers critically read the
informdtion which the participants
gave throlLgh the qoestionnairc to
gain a deep understanding about thc
situation. The second stcp was
interyreting: in this stcp, thc
lesearchers dctcnnincd thc collcctcd
data to get thc findings regarding to
the problem statcmcnt of this study,
narnely what are thc teachers'
perception on the using of authcntic
materials in IFL classcs'l The last
step was drawing a conclusion; after
reading critically and intcrprcting the
collected ddta. the researchcrs thcn
presented the resull of the study
related to the teachers perspcctivc
on fhe use ol- rlhentic materials in
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printed and auditory. Some examples
of printed naterials are greeling
cards, calendars, rcpod cards, TV
guides, food labels, magazines. and

ncwspapers. Besides. cxamples ol
auditory malerials arc Phone

nessagcs radio broadcasts, movies,
vidcos and DVDS. television
progfams, and songs.

DLre to thc qucstion abo0t the
allthcniic malerials uscd to leach
grammar, most of thc tcachers said
that they LLsed various sources, sucb

as audio, video, newspaper,
magzines and rrostly taken fion thc
intemet- Intcmct is taken becausc it
is ilteractivc, up-to-date, provide
interesting materials that can

slimulate thc students' notivation to
leam. Onc ofthe leachers wrote "lbl
grammat class, I usuall-v- ttsed
printeLl mdlerials, ol a grdnn0'
book, hut nateriuls used bl ever.,-one

in their ddill dctivities like
net,:fapet, books. arlicles, novies,
nu:ic recortling tt) giNc mJ) slude ts

sanples of the language with vhi.l1
thq) tr!- lo u der.gtand the stnkture .

Criterid of the Selection Materiuls.
Thcrc are some critcria thirt

the teacher should pay attention to in
selecting an appropriate rnatcrials.
particrLlarly authentic matcrials, in
teachiog grarnmar. According to
Berardo (2006), there arc three

criteria of it. They are suitability of
content, exploitability, and

readability. Suitability of content
associates with studerls' needs and

interest, as well as fhe compatitrility
between mate dals and coursc
objective. Exploitability deals with
the idea whcthcr the selection
material lits to tcaching purpose, in
this case tcaching gra rar.

Additionally, exploitability also

releN to thc consideralion of the

usage of thc rnaterials to tcach
grar nar. Thc other cdterion is

reatlability. lt rcpresenls sone points
aboul the appropriateness of
materials and studcnts' ability. It is
regarding to the ecsiness and

difficulty of thc vocabulary uscd in

seLected authcntic materials. What is
rnore, readability discrLsses if thc
lnaterials makc the stlLdenls want to
read morc about the topic-
Conceming to the citeria of the
selectio materials. the tcachers

respoldcd that they selccted the

natedals under some conditions. The
flrst is students' leeds and inierests.
Thc scconcl is the levcl of studetrts.

whcther they are in intermediate or
advanced level. Tbc third is cowse
objeclive. The foufth is lan$Bgc
lcveL, both vocabulary and gtammar
level. Ard the Iast is the richDess of
the material. As the respoNe to the

item ol tbc questionnaie which
asked about the cileria of sclcction
maierials. one of the teachcrs wrote
"l look al the courr^e objcclives.firsl
and decirle what aterials should be

snitLthle with ll1eu BecaLtse fio t

that pt)int, I will be able to assess nN
stuLlenb fAirlt and obiectiNelt. "

The Role ofAuthentic Materidls i
Teuching Granmar,

Teaching and learning
gramnrar in lndonesian EFL
contcxt tend to lead studenls to
me morize the grammalical
pattcrn. Most of text books used lbr
teaching and leaming grammar is ask

stlLdents to do the exerciscs- l"or the

example ask students to do
repetition d rills or qucstions
anrl answcr drilLs. As a rcsult. it
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