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Welcoming Remarks
liom Chairwoman

| would like to welcome with open arms all the participants, presenters, guest
speakers, and scholars who are in attendance today to the 2nd International
Canference on South East Asia Studies, held by Universitas Gadjah Mada. In this
swecond iteration of the ICSEAS we expand on our mission of understanding the
puople and societies of Southeast Asia and the challenges they face. We believe
wholeheartedly that the problems besieging Southeast Asia can only truly be solved
with the active participation of its citizens, in particular its young community of
scholars.

I the ICSEAS 2017, we will be exploring the borders of Southeast Asia. What is
meant by borders here is not confined to the legal definition separating nation-
states, but all kinds of social, cultural and psychological borders. Southeast Asia has
had a long tradition of opening its borders, and welcoming new kinds of ideas and
tultures, religions, and other influences, and integrating them within indigenous
culture, all the while enriching our own society. For a long time, borders have been
disappearing, walls broken and territories transgressed under neoliberal capitalism,
technological advancement, and increasing migration, yet today we are seeing new
borders and walls appearing, old fears being stoked through the exploitation of the
emotional zeitgeist. We see this happening in many nations that once embraced
multiculturalism but are now hesitant about its effectiveness, including in
traditionally liberal countries in Europe and North America. How have Southeast
Aslan societies fared during these changes? Have they abandoned their old tradition
of openness toward new cultures and ideas or have they succumbed to the fear of
change? How important is a multicultural future for an integrated Southeast Asia?

These are the questions we hope to address over the next two days, and | expect
that the answers we find will be enlightening, as well as important to our endeavor
of both gaining a deeper understanding of Southeast Asia’s rich history and culture
and developing solutions to the hardship still felt by many of its inhabitants.

On behalf of the organizing committee, | would like to briefly thank the Rector of
Universitas Gadjah Mada, Prof. Panut Mulyono, and Dr. Widodo, the Head of UGM'’s
Badan Penerbit dan Publikasi (BPP), for leading the way in making the ICSEAS a
reality, along with all the staff of BPP. A very special thanks as well to our invited
speakers and participants. The response to this year's conference has been amazing,
far surpassing our expectations. There was a palpable enthusiasm in our
correspondence with participants, an enthusiasm that served to motivate us to
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A special thank you to all of our invited speakers. The value of what you have to
share, your wisdom and your experience, is immeasurable. We're also grateful for all
the work the organizing committee and UGM’s Badan Penerbit dan Publikasi (BPP)
put into bringing this conference together. Their commitment and tirelessness was
truly inspiring. And of course, we would like to extend our deepest gratitude to all of
the conference participants in attendance here today. It is thanks to you that we will
be able to make the ICSEAS 2017 a truly special event.

© N W N

Looking ahead, I'm reminded that borders are not only external. We all carry our own
little borders within us. Let this conference itself be an exercise in understanding and
transcending some of these borders that we have held deep within us, so that we
may know each other in an open and truthful way. | wish you all a wonderful stay in
Yogyakarta, and above all a successful ICSEAS 2017.
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