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ABSTRACT

Recount text is one of genre that should be taught in junior high school. This genre
can be found in every human live, the social function of this genre is to tell the past event. In
the context of teaching recount text, English teacher expects all students are able to write it
well In the activity of writing recount texts, students have to convey or to tell experience to
e teacher. In this case, they have to tell an event or an action was happening in
chronological and dynamic time. In producing a good recount text is not easy to do. The
students have to practice writing it every time. Besides, they have to master the components
of writing. They are rhetoric step, meaning, grammar, and cohesive and coherence. In the
other words, they have to deliver clear writing, to choose correct words, to relate sentences in
good orders, and organize logical ideas to support their writing content, to use appropriate
English structure and mechanics. When the students mastered these components, they do not

face difficulty in writing recount text. They will feel easy to write various kinds of the text.
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CHAPTERI
INTRODUCTION
Background of Research

Language is a tool of communication to interact to each other, in spoken or
written forms. People use the language for express their feeling, wishes ideas, opinion
and so on. Among languages in the world, English can be used to communicate by
people in the different part of earth. It is used in many context of life, one of the
example English teachers used English for make their students to understand its
language in social and situational context. The language use in social cc.mtext as effort
to interact one with another, creating and maintaining social relationship between
speakers of the language. And the language used in situational context, teacher uses
English in his/ her instruction in learning process which is ai;ned at guiding students’
motivation. To be brave use English communication with their pairs or group, this
means the teacher used English in the context at learning situation. We cannot deny
the global era, where English plays important role. So we must to prepare the students
to master the English well.

The main aim of teaching English in junior high school is to develop students’
communicative competence both in spoken and written language. In this case, there
are four basic skills which students acquire in learning English, they are listening,
speaking, reading and writing. Listening and reading are receptive skills and speaking
and writing are productive skills. Productive skills are considered more complicated

-

than receptive skills, because students need to produce language on their own words.




As a productive skill, teaching writing needs a lot of time, and the teacher should be

creative to choose an approach, method or strategy. s

Writing is usually assumed to be the most difficult and complex skill to acquire.
It is therefore placed in the last teaching after students have learned the other
language skill White (2004, p. 3) states that “to teach studen;s in writing are more
complicated and it takes more times than teaching other subject. Also Knapp and
Watkins (2005, p. 14) state that “Learning to write is a difficult and complex series of
processes that require a range of explicit teaching methodologies throughout all the
stages of learning”.

In line with the opinion Richards and Renandya (2000, p. 303) described that
writing is the most difficult skill for the second learners to master. This means that,
writing for the second learners are difficult, moreover for the foreign learner, which
most of them have not basic skill about English.

Based on their explanation above, teaching writing to the students is more
complicated; students should master that skill in order to be able to demonstrate
competence in the use of English language. It requires the application of knowledge
of the other three skills. It also needs of thinking to express the idea and then put into
writing language with choosing the proper words, organizing the idea become a

sentence.

White claims that (1986, p. 7) a good writing is a product of careful thinking

and characterized by the appeal to a target audience, a coherent structure, smooth and




detailed development, and an appropriate style. This means that a piece of writing
should be interesting to the reader, well organized and clearly explained. Moreover,
to produce a good piece of writing requires the ability in organizing thoughts, using
vocabulary to formulate sentences.

So, teaching writing for the English learners especially in English foreign
language context is difficult which most of them have not a basic knowledge of
English. At the same case, EFL students have difficulties of organizing idea, using
proper vocabulary and lack of grammar. It needs extra time to teach and also needs
teacher’s creativity to teach them, needs teacher’s knowledge about English social
culture. Kanpp and Watkins (2005, p. 16) argued that when teaching students to write
in English, it is important for both teacher and the student to have a basic
underst;nding of how English operates and functions as writing and the ways in

which writing is substantially different from speech.

Concerning to writing ability there are five kinds of genres that should be
taught in junior high school. They are procedure, descriptive, recount, narrative and
report. Genre itself emerged from English culture and it uses in their daily life.
Example, tells the past experience to the other people in spoken or written language.
Every genre have an own generic structure, purpose and language features. Genre
refers not only to types of literary text but also the predictable and recurring patterns
of everyday, academic and literary text occurring within a particular culture

(Hammond and Derewianka, cited in Luu, 2011, p 122). According to Yan Wu &




Hailin (2009, p. 77) genre can be explained by three aspects. First, gente is a social
process, how human uses and composes language into spoken and written text in the
social activity. Second, genre-based possesses a certain purpose or goal. Each kind of
genre has a certain purpose, and it’s different each others. Third, the schematic
structure of genre is dynamic rather than statistic. It means teaching genre can help

students how to interact to the others.

Recount text is one of the genres that should be taught in eight grades. The
social function of this text is to tell the past experience or to retell past event. Recount
begins with orientation and followed by sequences of events.

Dealing with the English teaching at junior high school, it is stated in 1994
English Curriculum that writing skill is taught integratedly with other skills (listening,
speaking and reading). It is intended to build up students’ abilit)" in writing by using
knowledge and structure that they have possessed before. It is also stated in
competence based curriculum 2004 that the objective of the teaching of writing of
junior high school is generally to enable students to write effectively in order to
inform and express their idea (Puskur, 2004). Specifically, the students are expected
to be able to compose a genre based its own characteristic. However to teach writing
to students who are in the beginning of writing in foreign language is not easy. This
sentence supported by to Kim and Kim in their research in Korean students (2003, p.

2) “learning the process of writing is a difficult skill for students to develop and learn,




especially in EFL context, where exposure to English is limited to a few hours per
week”.

Writing skill is also considered the most difficult language ability to acquire,
this is because, and students possess the mastery on knowledge of the genre, the
purpose of that genre, the language use. Harmer (2001, p. 258) states “Students who
are writing within a certain genre need to consider a number of different factors. They
need to have knowledge of the topic, the conventions and style of genre, and the
context in which their writing will be read and by whom”. It means students should
mastered the subject they want to write, the purpose of the genre, the generic
structure and the language feature of genre, including grammar and vocabularies.

During teaching at SMP Negeri 1 Tibawa, the researcher found that the students
still have poor ability in writing English. The objective of the teaching writing is not
yet satisfactorily achieved. Teaching writing has already oriented to the Education
Level based on Curriculum’s demand. Unfortunately, it was just imprinted of not
fulfilling the target of the curriculum. It means, the students mastering writing or not,
understanding or not, the curriculum is done. In the curriculum, students are
individually expected to have capability of writing short of texts: description,
procedure, recount, narrative and report. However, in writing process, they could not
write the text well. The causal factor the students had low ability writing. As a result,

it affected to the low quality of teaching writing.




In term of writing composition, especially the students’ text resulted in what
look like a random collection of sentences. They do not know yet how to arrange and
organize their writing well; also vocabularies use was not appropriate with grammar.

Several reasons supported that teaching writing was not optimal based on
results for the observation in class. First, the majority of the students at the eighth
grade could not write the text correctly, fluently and accurately. They produced
grammatical, illogical, and simplest texts. Even, they were sometimes reluctant and
uninterested to do that when their teacher assign them to write English text. If teacher
let this poor condition, it would lead to the students' low proficiency. Second, the
students were continually face difficulties in expressing ideas fluently in organizing
sentences and in developing paragraphs. And third reason, writing skill are always in
the last part of teaching learning program, which most of time were spentt in listening

“and speaking skills. As the result writing subject often get less time in teaching.

The difficulty lies not only in generating and organizing ideas, but also in
translating these ideas into readable text. Writer has to pay attention to higher level
skills of planning and organizing as well as skill of rhetoric steps, grammar and

vocabulary, meaning, coherence and cohesive.

Based on the explanations above, this research will use genre based approach to
solve this writing problem, because genre based approach is useful for teaching
1"wmmgto the students foreign language, students not only acquired writing skill but

-

slso acquired grammar skill at the same time; also, the teacher can explain the




vocabulary use in every genre (Machmud, 2003, p. 363). Derewianka (2003, p. 140)
stated that “in many case, genre ar;a seen as opportunities for teaching grammatical
structures in context (e.g. the present tense in information report)”. An understanding
of the concept allow the teachers to identify the kind of text that students will have to
write in their target occupational, academic or social contexts and to recognize their
courses to meet these needs. The concept of genre enables teacher to look beyond
content, composing process, and textual forms to see writing as attempt to
communicate with readers to better understand the ways that languages patterns are
used to accomplish coherent, purposeful prose.

Genre based approach has three or four stages (Callaghan & Rothery, 1998, p.
38 and Nugroho & Hafrizon 2009, p. 22). The first stage is building knowledge of
field (BKOF). In this stage, teacher buildings knowledge of the students about ;Jvhat
text will be taught. The ;econd stage is modeling of the text also called join
negotiation of the text where the teacher gives a lot of example of the text. Next stage
is joint construction of text. In this stage, both teacher and students work together to
construct a text classically or in a group. The last stage is independent construction of
the text, students construct the text individually. In this stage teacher will measure
students’ ability in writing.

Based on the description above, the researcher formulates the research with title
“teaching writing recount text through genre based approach to increase students’
writing ability”. The research will be at grade eight-three (VIII-3) of SMPN 1

Tibawa.




Research Question
The research’s question in this research as follow*“Can genre based approach increase
students’ ability in writing recount text?”
Problem Solving

The way to overcome the prdblem by using genre-based approach. This
approach has four stages; they are building knowledge, modeling of the text, join
negotiation and‘independent construction. |
Research Objective

Based on the research question, the aims of this research is to find out whether
genre-based approach can increases the students’ ability in writing recount text.
Significance of Research

The result of this research is expected to be a contribution to theoretical and
practical benefit. Theoretically, this. research will be given contribution to the
Ld'evelopment of educational theory t,;specially in terms of writing for the students of

junior high school. Practically, it gives valuable input for the teachers about an

. alternative appro#ch in the teaching of writing, especially recount text. More
. “importantly, it is expected that using genre-based approach increases students’
~motivation and improves their abilities in writing recount text.
‘The Scope and Delimitation of Research

There are five genres that should be taught at junior high school, there are
‘procedure, descriptive, recount, narrative and report. All these genres have their own

ic, they are different in generic structure and language features. In this




research will focus on teaching writing recount through genre based approach.
I Because recount as one of genre that taught only at eight grade, it need more time
Aring of that text, so‘teacher decided to teaching this genre using genre based
oach. This genre has social function to tell the past experience or to retell past

so students were able to tell their experience in a real life and it will be easy for

them as a beginers in writing.
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The implementation of genre-based approach increased the students’ ability in
writing recount text.

Recount text is one of genre that should be taught in junior high school. This
genre can be found in every human live, the social function of this genre is to tell the
past event. In the context of teaching recount text, English teacher expects all students
are able to write it well. In the activity of writing recount texts, students have to
convey or to tell experience to the teacher. In this case, they have to tell an event or

an action was happening in chronological and dynamic time.

Actually, in producing a good recount text is not easy to do. The students have
to practice writing it every time. Besides, they have to master the components of
writing. They are rhetoric step, meaning, grammar, and cohesive and coherence. In
the other words, they have to deliver clear writing, to choose correct words, to relate
sentences in good orders, and organize logical ideas to support their writing content,
to use appropriate English structure and mechanics. When the students mastered these
components, they do not face difficulty in writing recount u:,xt. They will feel easy to

write various kinds of the text.




